[Neurologic mechanism of the unconscious craving for alcohol in chronic alcoholic patients].
The author studied cortical mechanisms of the perception of subconscious motivationally meaningful word "vodka" in patients with chronic alcoholism. Clear-cut diffuse activation of the cerebral cortex in response to a subconscious verbal stimulus was identified through recording evoked cortical potentials which are a sensitive indicator of reactivity of the cerebral structures to alcohol. The elucidated cortical activation may be one of the nervous mechanisms of stable craving for alcohol which is poorly controlled by the patient's conscious experience.